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Antwerp.
An important city in Europe
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Investors and entrepreneurs from around the world are discovering  
Antwerp to be their prime business location. 

With insights based on testimonials from successful companies and 
economic facts and figures, this publication demonstrates that the city 
of Antwerp and the surrounding region has the potential to be the ideal 
backdrop for your business too. Antwerp is open for business.

Antwerp, your prime business location, stands out on the international 
stage through:

• its excellent infrastructure as a multimodal crossroads;

• the purchasing power of its regional and international 
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•  the high quality of its education and language skills;

•  the presence of a world port, a distinguished logistics,  
maritime and chemicals cluster and a developing healthcare 
cluster;

•  its cultural and historical heritage; 

•  its creative and trendy image: as a shopping city,  
a culinary city, a fashion city and a diamond city.

Antwerp is an important city in Europe, full of character  
and ready for new investment. 

Antwerp is your prime business destination for Europe.

7
A global city  
on a human  
scale

19
High  
productivity  
through excellent 
education

31
Quality  
of life

9
Economic  
engine  
of Belgium

23
The port  
of Antwerp,  
gateway  
to Europe

13
Prime region  
for foreign  
investment

27
High-quality  
business  
environment 

{



Focus on Antwerp.  Your prime business destination for Europe 7

Antwerp.
A global city on a human scale

Antwerp is the largest city in Flanders, a very prosperous region in the north of Belgium.  
The city itself is home to 506,000 inhabitants. Located a mere 40 km from Brussels, the ‘capital’ 
of Europe, Antwerp is within easy reach of all major consumer centres: 60% of Europe’s total 
buying power is contained within a 500 km radius of the city.

An extensive and multimodal transport network provides optimal connections between  
Antwerp and all major European cities. Alongside a well-connected road network, the city also has 
a business airport and a high-speed train station. 

Antwerp is located 80 km inland with excellent links to the North Sea. The port of Antwerp has 
gradually developed along the banks of the river Scheldt into the second largest port in Europe.  
As such, Antwerp is very much a world player in the logistics realm. However, the port also 
provides the backdrop for major industry. Antwerp’s (petro)chemicals cluster, for instance,  
is the second largest in the world after Houston. 

The city is also the undisputed global centre for diamonds and enjoys an international reputation 
as a fashion and jewellery city. These creative sectors thrive in a sparkling, lively city where culture 
and quality of life are held in high esteem. Antwerp has an exceptionally broad and varied range  
of theatres, museums, cafés and restaurants and continues to add weight to its reputation as  
a shopping city with an international flavour. 

Thus, supported by interesting investment incentives, Antwerp offers a perfect place to do  
(inter)national business.

SourCE: DirECTorATE-gEnErAl STATiSTiCS AnD EConoMiC inForMATion FPS EConoMY, 2013

Table 1.1

Inhabitants in and around the city of Antwerp  
on January 1st, 2013

Region inhabitants

City of Antwerp 506,091

Agglomeration of Antwerp 1,015,250

Province of Antwerp 1,790,924

Flanders 6,376,425

Belgium 11,082,744

Antwerp

Brussels

Paris

Berlin

Amsterdam

london

BElgiuM

Map of Western Europe,  
depicting Antwerp 

Antwerp, the centre of Europe

Antwerp is perfectly placed for serving the European 
heartland. What’s more, the local workforce is highly 
motivated, productive and flexible. Our foreign 
employees soon discover that we are very much driven 
by results. Expats really enjoy living and working in 
Antwerp as they often can get by in their own language.

umicore, worldwide materials technology group

1
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Antwerp, an economic engine

Antwerp’s economy is the driving force behind  
the region’s prosperity and welfare.

Katoen natie, Antwerp value-added logistics services provider

Antwerp.
Economic engine of Belgium

2.1 Economic activity

Belgium’s GDP (Gross Domestic Product) was 375,881 million euro in 2012, up from  
356,125 million euro in 2010. Of the 2010 figure, 18% (65,822 million euro) was generated  
in the province of Antwerp. 

2.2 gDP per capita

Figure 2.1 shows that Belgium’s GDP per capita at purchasing power parity is significantly higher 
than the European average. Belgium scores 19% better than average for the European Union (EU) 
and 10% better than the Euro zone average. Within Belgium, Antwerp stands out with a GDP per 
capita that is 37% higher than the EU average. These figures clearly demonstrate that Antwerp is  
a major economic engine within Belgium and the whole of Europe.

Figure 2.2

GDP per capita in purchasing power standard per inhabitant in percentage  
of the EU average in 2010

Bron: EuroSTAT, 2013

SourCE: EuroSTAT, 2013

Table 2.1

Belgian GDP in million euro

Location YeaR MiLLions of euRo PeRcentage of totaL

Province of Antwerp 2010 65,822 18%

Brussels Capital 2010 67,666 19%

Belgium 2010 356,125 100%

Belgium 2012 375,881 100%

Province of Antwerp Belgium Euro area 17 Eu27

137 119 109 100

Antwerp  

is clearly  

an economic 

engine

2
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2.3 Economic growth

Belgium’s economic growth is closely linked to that of Europe. In recent years, Belgium’s growth 
figures have generally been just above the figure for the Eurozone. On average, Belgium has 
realized 1.5% economic growth since 2000 compared to 1.3% in the Eurozone. 

Figure 2.3

GDP growth in percentage change on previous period 2000-2012

SourCE: EuroSTAT, 2013 

2.4 Business in Antwerp

Figure 2.4 shows the breakdown of the number of businesses in Antwerp by sector. The primary 
sector (agriculture) has a relatively marginal position with just 1% of all business, while the 
secondary sector (industry) accounts for 19%. The tertiary sector (services) is by far the most 
important with 67% of Antwerp businesses. The quaternary sector (non-profit) accounts for 14%.

Figure 2.4

Percentage of Antwerp businesses  
per sector in 2013

Recent decades have seen massive growth in the services sector. In Antwerp, however, this 
evolution has not been accompanied by a reduction in industrial activity. In fact, Antwerp remains 
one of the most important locations for industry in Belgium, ensuring a significantly diverse 
economic structure. In comparison, in cities such as Paris, London and Frankfurt, almost all 
economic activity is concentrated in the tertiary sector.
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SourCE: VKBo, 2013

Services are the most important  

sector in Antwerp

Antwerp’s available skills  
are excellent

Total has invested 1 billion euro in the Antwerp plant. 
The concentration of activities reinforces the earning 
capacity of the complex. Moreover, Antwerp’s location 
and available skills are excellent.

Patrick Pouyanné, President of refining & Chemicals, Total 
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Antwerp.
Prime region for foreign  
investment

3.1 open economy

Belgium is positioned 4th in the ranking of most open economies in the world as measured by  
Ernst & Young. The rankings measure the degree of globalisation of the 60 largest countries or 
territories by GDP and consider 20 indicators across 5 pillars: openness to trade; capital flows; 
exchange of technology and ideas; labour movements; and cultural integration. “Belgium 
traditionally gets a high score in the globalisation index,” explains Rudi Braes, Managing Partner 
of Ernst & Young Belgium. “This is logical because Belgium’s economy and wealth relays primarily 
on export and foreign investments because of the limited size of the country.”

Flanders accounts for 80% of Belgium’s exports and imports. Germany, the Netherlands and France 
are Flanders’ three most important trading partners.

Rank countRY scoRe  
2012

change  
in scoRe  

since 2011

change  
in scoRe 

since 1995

tRade caPitaL LaboR technoLogY cuLtuRe

1 Hong Kong 7.81 0.06 1.96 8.27 8.46 4.81 8.54 8.89

2 Singapore 6.31 - 0.02 1.01 8.57 6.04 4.80 5.56 6.31

3 ireland 5.63 0.08 1.20 6.32 6.04 5.90 3.68 6.35

4 Belgium 5.49 0.11 1.17 6.39 6.64 5.60 4.27 4.29

5 Switzerland 5.30 0.04 1.49 5.32 5.64 6.15 4.33 5.06

6 netherlands 5.19 0.02 0.92 6.24 5.59 5.19 4.49 4.21

7 Sweden 4.96 0.01 0.97 6.27 5.29 4.82 4.07 4.12

8 Denmark 4.94 0.01 0.92 5.88 5.33 4.88 4.26 4.12

9 Hungary 4.75 0.07 1.02 6.63 4.15 5.03 3.82 3.92

10
united  
Kingdom

4.74 0.03 0.63 5.89 4.81 4.83 3.94 4.06

SourCE: ErnST & Young, looKing BEYonD THE oBViouS - gloBAlizATion AnD nEW oPPorTuniTiES For groWTH, 2013

Table 3.1

Top 10 Globalisation Index 2012 

Antwerp is open for business

Low real estate costs combined with the availability of suitable 
business centres makes Antwerp attractive for foreign investors. 
Moreover, the city has clearly taken measures to reduce the time for 
approving permits. Other important advantages are the multilingual 
capacities of the employees and the available maritime knowledge.

DP World, port terminal operator from Dubai

3
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3.2 Foreign investments in Belgium,  
Flanders and Antwerp

Belgium is in Europe’s top five when it comes to attracting foreign investment. In 2012 Belgium 
obtained 169 foreign investment projects, 10.5% more than the year before. These projects 
accounted for 2,939 new jobs. 

More than 60% of these foreign investment projects are greenfield or new investments, 
demonstrating Belgium’s attractiveness for foreign investment. The types of investment  
projects most commonly undertaken are: sales and marketing activities (greenfield),  
production (mostly expansion) and logistical activities (greenfield and expansion investment).

Figure 3.2.2

Evolution of number of total, greenfield  
and expansion investments in Belgium 2001-2012

Rank countRY n° of fdi 
PRojects 

2012

n° of fdi 
PRojects 

2011

change shaRe of 
nuMbeR of 

PRojects

n°  
of jobs  

2012

1
United  
Kingdom

 697   679 2.7% 17% 30,311 

2 Germany  624   597 4.5% 15% 12,508 

3 France  471   540 - 12.8% 14% 10,542 

4 Spain  274   273 0.4% 7% 10,114 

5 Belgium  169   153 10.5% 4% 2,939 

6 Netherlands  161   170 - 5.3% 4% n.a.

7 Poland  148   121 22.3% 3% 13,111 

8 Russia  128   128 0.0% 3% 13,356 

9 Ireland  123   106 16.0% 3% 8,898 

10 Turkey  95   97 - 2.1% 2% 10,146 

others  907   1.043 - 13.0% 27%

total  3.797   3.907 - 2.8% 100%

SourCE: ErnST & Young, BElgiAn ATTrACTiVEnESS SurVEY 2013

Table 3.2.1

Top 10 European countries for FDI by number of projects in 2012
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SourCE: ErnST & Young, BElgiAn ATTrACTiVEnESS SurVEY 2012
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Most foreign investment projects in Belgium originate from the United States of America, followed 
by Belgium’s neighbouring countries, namely France, Germany, the Netherlands and the United 
Kingdom. Japan also has a history of investing in Belgium. From the BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India  
and China) countries, Belgium mainly attracts projects from China and India.

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

France 19 25 21 17 14 9 17 21

germany 15 15 13 18 13 15 11 16

The netherlands 22 11 14 18 9 11 10 11

united Kingdom 16 16 16 11 16 9 13 9

uSA 46 45 49 38 33 50 38 41

Brazil 1 3 2 0

russia 1 1 1 4 2

india 2 5 5 1 1 8 6 4

China 2 3 4 6 4 6 8 7

Japan 13 9 7 7 13 5 9 7

SourCE: ErnST & Young, BElgiAn ATTrACTiVEnESS SurVEY 2013

Table 3.2.3

Number of FDI projects in Belgium by country of origin 2005-2012

Flanders is the main destination for foreign investment projects in total and greenfield investment 
projects in particular. Within Flanders, the province of Antwerp is the front-runner, matching  
the Brussels Capital Region for foreign investment projects.

 bRusseLs WaLLonia fLandeRs

greenfield 35 21 51

Expansion 2 31 29

total 37 52 80

SourCE: ErnST & Young, BElgiAn ATTrACTiVEnESS SurVEY 2013

Table 3.2.4

Number of total, greenfield and expansion projects  
in Flanders, Brussels and Wallonia in 2012

Figure 3.2.5

Number of FDI projects in Belgium,  
Brussels Capital and province of Antwerp 2001-2012

SourCE: ErnST & Young, BElgiAn ATTrACTiVEnESS SurVEY 2012 & 2013
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3.3 Taxation measures

In order to improve the competitive strength of Belgium’s investment climate even further,  
the Belgian government has undertaken a number of taxation measures. The most notable  
of which are the notional interest deduction and the ruling practice. 

The notional interest deduction is unique in European taxation law. It was introduced to partly 
compensate for the phase out of the coordination centre regime and to level the playing field 
between companies that borrow and those that self-finance. The notional interest deduction is 
a tax deduction calculated on the basis company’s net equity, subject to a few adjustments to 
avoid abuse and double use. As the interest deduction is for tax purposes only, this incentive is 
interesting to shelter income from operational activities, financing activities, factoring activities, 
etc. The notional interest deduction is open to all Belgian tax resident companies as well as 
Belgian based branches of foreign companies.

The notional interest deduction gives an effective tax rate in Belgium that is often lower than in 
neighbouring countries. The nominal tax rate in Belgium equals 33.99% (a lower (progressive) 
tax rate may apply to companies that are majority owned by individuals). The notional interest 
deduction computed on the companies’ adjusted equity capital (including retained earnings) 
equals 3% (3.5% for small companies) for fiscal year 2013 (taxable years starting 1 January 2012  
or later). This reduces the effective tax rate to an average of 24% to 27% (or lower depending on 
the equity capital).

Figure 3.3

Nominal and effective tax rate in Belgium  
and neighbouring countries

Ruling practice creates fiscal security for investors. The Ruling Commission communicates which 
taxes a company can expect to pay for the coming five years. This ruling is legally binding, so that 
investors are able to calculate the implications of every investment decision in advance.

SourCE: KPMg, 2013
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Excellent trained people with  
unique language skills

An important asset of Antwerp is the work ethic of the employees. 
Moreover, they have all enjoyed excellent training.

MSC – Mediterranean Shipping Company, one of the leading global shipping lines

Antwerp.
High productivity through  
excellent education

4.1 Productivity

Labour productivity in Antwerp is amongst the highest in the world. The province of Antwerp  
has a GDP per employed person that lies far above the Belgian and European average.

Figure 4.1

Labour productivity (gross domestic product per person employed) in 2010

SourCE: EuroSTAT, 2013

4.2 language skills

As with the rest of Flanders, Antwerp is a Dutch-speaking city. The average Fleming, however, 
has a command of several languages, most commonly English and French. However, many also 
have a command of German, Spanish and/or other languages. From an international perspective, 
language skills in Flanders are unique. 

4.3 Higher education

Antwerp’s workforce is highly trained. Over 1 in 3 people aged between 25 and 64 have graduated 
from tertiary education.  

EU27 27,7

Belgium 35,3

Flanders 35,4

Province of Antwerp 35,3

SourCE: EuroSTAT, 2013

Table 4.3.1

Percentage of persons aged 25-64  
with tertiary education qualifications in 2012

Province of Antwerp Belgium Euro area 17 Eu27

78,055 70,722 61,936 56,586

4
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The city of Antwerp accommodates one university and several colleges. Together they educate 
39,738 students per year. One third of these students are enrolled in the University of Antwerp. 

The university’s key research domains are in the fields of harbour & logistics, sustainability,  
science & engineering, and medical sciences.

2011-2012  
finaL

2012-2013  
on 31/10/2012

%  
of totaL

university of Antwerp  11,905    12,450   31%

Artesis university College Antwerp  8,043    8,193   21%

Antwerp Maritime Academy  656    740   2%

Karel de grote university College  9,934    10,915   27%

Plantijn university College  3,569    3,709   9%

Thomas More Antwerp  3,753    3,731   9%

total  37,860    39,738   100%

SourCE: FlEMiSH goVErnMEnT, HogEr onDErWiJS in CiJFErS, ACADEMiC YEAr 2012-2013

Table 4.3.2

Number of students in the university and colleges in Antwerp

keY ReseaRch doMains univeRsitY of antWeRP

Drug Discovery and Development

Ecology and Sustainable Development

Harbour, Transport and Logistics

Imaging 

Infectious Diseases 

Materials Characterisation

Neurosciences

Social Economic Policy and Organisation

Urban History and Contemporary Urban Policy

eMeRging ReseaRch doMains univeRsitY of antWeRP

Oncology

Proteomics, genomics en metabolomics

Multilevel governance, Globalisation & Federalism

SourCE: uniVErSiTY oF AnTWErP

Table 4.3.3

Key research domains and emerging research domains 
at the University of Antwerp

In addition, Antwerp is home to a number of specialised knowledge centres linked to  
the university or the colleges. 

 

4.4 Expatriates and international schools

Antwerp has four international schools specifically directed at the children of expatriates.  
They offer high-quality education paths from kindergarten up to and including a high school 
diploma offering access to the world’s top universities.

knoWLedge centRes in antWeRP

Antwerp Management School

Institute for Environment and Sustainable Development

Antwerp Knowledge Centre for Transport and Maritime Law

Institute of Transport and Maritime Management Antwerp ITMMA

Institute for Tropical Medicine

Flanders Institute for Logistics

Flemish Institute for Technological Research

SourCE: oWn CoMPilATion

Table 4.3.4

Knowledge centres in Antwerp

incubatoRs

Antwerp Innovation Centre

Incubation and Innovation Centre of the Antwerp University (UBCA)

Idealabs

SourCE: oWn CoMPilATion

coMPetence centRes antWeRP ManageMent schooL

The future leadership initiative

Information technology alignment and governance research institute

Family business

Creative economy

Euro-China centre

Next generation work

Corporate responsibility

SourCE: AnTWErP MAnAgEMEnT SCHool

dY Patil abs Joint venture between Indian and British international school

English language

Overseen by The University of Cambridge

the antwerp international school (ais) English language

CIS and NEASC accredited

da vinci international school antwerp English language

Lycée internationale d'anvers French language (can be combined with English or Dutch)

MEN and AEFE accredited

SourCE: WEBSiTES SCHoolS

Table 4.4

International Schools in Antwerp
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Antwerp is a world port,  
located in the centre of Europe

BASF made the conscious decision to locate a plant in a world port. 
From here we can reach a significant part of the European market with 
equally significant purchasing power, all within a radius of 600 km. Partly 
thanks to the strength of the chemicals cluster in Antwerp, BASF plans 
to undertake new projects in Antwerp in the future.

BASF, the largest chemicals concern in the world 

Antwerp.
The port of Antwerp,  
gateway to Europe

5.1 A multipurpose port

The port of Antwerp is the second largest port in Europe. Containers form the largest part of  
the maritime traffic, but the port of Antwerp also handles large volumes of liquid and dry bulk, 
break-bulk and RoRo traffic. In fact for break-bulk, the port of Antwerp is the largest port in Europe 
with 11 terminals.

SourCE: PorT oF AnTWErP, 2013

 PoRt thousand tons

1 Rotterdam  434,550   

2 Antwerp  187,152   

3 Hamburg  132,216   

4 Amsterdam  92,887   

5 Bremen  80,585   

6 Le Havre  67,561   

7 Dunkirk  47,524   

8 Zeebrugge  46,957   

9 Zeeland Seaports  35,520   

10 Ghent  27,078   

Table 5.1.1

Maritime freight volume Hamburg – Le Havre range in 2011

SourCE: PorT oF AnTWErP, 2013

tYPe of caRgo tons 2012 % of totaL tons 2011 diffeRence

Containers  104,060,119   57%  105,109,107   - 1.0%

RoRo  4,797,360   3%  4,244,410   13.0%

Conventional 
general cargo

 10,894,712   6%  12,695,805   - 14.2%

Liquid bulk  45,275,901   25%  46,016,132   - 1.6%

Dry bulk  19,106,424   10%  19,086,260   0.1%

total  184,134,516   100%  187,151,714   - 1.6%

Containers (TEU)  8,635,169    8,664,243   - 0.3%

Cars (number)  1,240,223    1,080,747   14.8%

Table 5.1.2

Types of cargo in the port of Antwerp in 2012

5
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Figure 5.1.3  
Growth in container traffic and total cargo (millions of tons) 

SourCE: PorT oF AnTWErP, 2013 

The port of Antwerp has modern and specialised infrastructure (terminals, locks, docks, material) 
and handling techniques. With more than 5.5 million m2 covered storage capacity, it has more 
covered storage capacity than all Northwest-European ports combined, and includes several 
specialised installations such as cold stores.

Besides storage, Antwerp offers the widest logistical services of all European seaports, such as assembling, 
labelling, quality controls, stock management, after-sales service, and even postponed manufacturing. 

The port of Antwerp has the reputation of being a fast port thanks to its efficient shift system that 
assures the continuity of the port activities day and night, all year round.

Besides logistical activities, the port of Antwerp also accommodates important industrial activities. 
The chemical cluster in the port of Antwerp is the largest in Europe and the second largest in  
the world. Seven of the world’s top ten chemical companies produce around 300 chemicals, 
ensuring one of the highest levels of diversity across the value chain in the world. 

5.2 gateway to the European hinterland 

An important factor in the success of the port of Antwerp is its unique location as an inland seaport. 
Ships are able to navigate up to 80 km inland, making Antwerp the closest port to the largest European 
production and distribution centres, with all the economic and ecological advantages that this entails.
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SourCE: PorT oF AnTWErP, 2012

to antWeRP haMbuRg Le havRe RotteRdaM

Duisburg 179 378 615 223

Cologne 222 413 576 282

ludwigshafen 424 570 729 502

Frankfurt 413 489 771 475

Munich 780 769 1008 842

Valenciennes 168 687 297 274

lille 132 670 286 248

Paris 362 902 196 455

Strasbourg 491 701 683 593

Venlo 151 409 544 191

geleen 128 468 501 212

Amsterdam 160 468 604 77

Basel 623 811 693 725

Table 5.2.1

Distances by road in km to production centres 

Not only the short distance but also the favourable modal split adds to the sustainability of the 
port of Antwerp. Besides road and water, rail and pipeline are important transportation means.  
The port of Antwerp is the second largest railway port of Europe, with more than 1,000 km of 
railways, and is at the crossroads of the Western European pipeline network for oil products  
and chemicals. 

SourCE: PorT oF AnTWErP, 2012

 MaRitiMe 
caRgo

containeRs industRiaL 
goods

Road 47% 56% 6%

Barge 37% 34% 36%

Rail 11% 10% 2%

Pipelines 5% 56%

Table 5.2.2

Modal split transport from the port of Antwerp  
to the European hinterland in 2011

Shortest  
distance
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Antwerp.
High-quality business environment 

6.1 offices

Antwerp comprises some 1.9 million m2 of office space, more than 48% of the total available  
office space in Flanders. To further reinforce the city’s position as an international office market,  
the current offering will be significantly expanded over the years to come. Approximately 300,000 m2 
of high-quality office space is scheduled for construction by 2018 in five strategic locations.

1  The antwerp docklands is an old port neighbourhood, located in the north of the city, between the historical centre and 
the current port. It has recently been transformed into a lively and integrated part of town. Around the ultramodern MAS 
museum, office space and residential space has been intertwined with views of the docks.  

2  The antwerp diamond district is located right in the city centre, adjacent to the Antwerp Central HST station. This location 
has a distinct metropolitan character that will be further strengthened by the development of even more top class office 
and residential space. 

3  antwerp berchem is a unique location in terms of international mobility. This office location is situated next to  
the Antwerp ring road, close to both Antwerp Berchem international railway station and Antwerp Airport. On the  
X-Antwerp site, 115,000 m² of space will be developed into a balanced mix of mainly office and school buildings, 
complemented by retail and leisure facilities by 2015.

4  antwerp Westpark is located on the Antwerp left bank and is part of the development of an entirely new city quarter. The 
campus concept behind this development guarantees the sound integration of residential, work and leisure facilities in 
green surroundings, just a stone’s throw from the city centre.

5  antwerp new south is located in the southern part of Antwerp and is part of the development of an entirely new city 
quarter with a mix of houses, offices, shops and other leisure facilities. A carefully designed transport policy focuses 
on accessibility and liveability. There will be an extensive network of cycle paths, pedestrian walkways and good public 
transport. Energy, water and waste management will support sustainable development. 

SourCE: JonES lAng lASAllE, SuMMEr 2013

Stock 1,920,000 m²

Immediately available 233,994 m²

Average Annual Take-Up (2010-2012) 106,028 m²

Scheduled for completion (2013 - 2018) 300,000 m²

Price in top location EUR 145/m²/year

Table 6.1.1

Antwerp office market

6

Antwerp’s real estate  
costs are low

We moved offices to the Antwerp Diamond District in the immediate 
vicinity of the central station. The move created additional space 
for 300 extra employees. The attractive building and surrounds 
have helped us attract a sufficient number of qualified personnel. 
Moreover, Antwerp’s real estate costs are very low which lead us  
to the decision to commit to this location for a longer term.

Alcatel-lucent, French-American telecommunications group 

Strategic locations  
in the city of Antwerp
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From an international perspective, the Antwerp office market stands out for its excellent value 
for money. Figure 6.1.2 reveals that a top class office in Antwerp is a lot better value than other 
Northern European cities.

Figure 6.1.2

Rental prices for top office locations in euro/m2/year

6.2 industrial sites

Totalling some 66.5 million m2, Antwerp has an exceptionally large area of industrial terrain. 

The largest section is located in the port area. These sites are available exclusively for port 
activities and industry, container transhipment and maritime services. At the moment,  
the possibility of developing a new logistical park (see 6  on the map - Logistical Park Schijns), 
near the A12 motorway, is being studied.

The city’s industrial zones total 18.9 million m2 and comprise sites spread over the entire area  
just outside the inner city. Activities on such sites are very diverse. However, three structural axes 
of large-scale economic activity can be discerned: along the A12, the river Scheldt and the  
Albert canal. 

In order to further support the growing levels of entrepreneurial activity in Antwerp, the city is 
currently developing new business zones. Blue Gate Antwerp (see 7  on the map), a polluted 
industrial terrain of 103 ha, is being rezoned as a high-quality mixed business zone and nature 
reserve. The latter area has an important water-based potential given its unique location alongside 
the river Scheldt. In addition to a transhipment terminal and a water-based distribution centre, 
space is also being earmarked for high-tech production firms and R&D companies. Together with 
the Province of Antwerp, the redevelopment of the industrial site alongside the Albert canal  
is studied.

6.3 Conferences and events

After Brussels, Antwerp is Belgium’s second most important city for conferences and events. No less 
than 25% of all overnight stays in Antwerp are linked to a conference or event. Because conference 
tourism in Flanders is growing faster than leisure tourism, this figure is set to rise even further in the 
future. Antwerp offers excellent conference facilities directly linked to the city’s major hotels. At this 
point in time, Antwerp mainly services small to midsized conferences and events. 

With the opening of the refurbished Queen Elisabeth Hall in 2016, as part of the renovation  
and expansion of the concert and meeting facilities next to Antwerp’s Central Station and  
the Antwerp Zoo, the city will be able to host large (inter)national conferences for up to  
2,000 participants. Alongside actual conference facilities, the city also offers extensive 
opportunities for attractive side programmes.
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SourCE: JonES lAng lASAllE, 2013

716 504 408 288 285 264 194 145

Antwerp’sreal estatecostsare low

6.4 Connectivity

Antwerp is well connected with a close-knit road network. Several regional motorways provide 
good circulation while the city also lies at the crossroads of five major international motorways. 
Road traffic in Antwerp will flow even smoother in the future with the construction of the 
Oosterweel link.

Thanks to Antwerp’s high-speed train station, major cities in France, the Netherlands, Germany and 
England are within easy reach from the city centre within minimal travel times. Moreover, the HST 
trains also offer fast connections to Europe’s major international airports.

Brussels Airport, Belgium’s large international airport is 34 minutes away. In addition,  
Antwerp also has its own small but flexible airport close to the city centre. With its short check-in 
times and excellent location, Antwerp Airport plays a important role in meeting the needs of 
international business travellers. Travel time to the main destination, London City, is just one hour. 

SourCE: AnTWErP AirPorT, 2013

destination tRaveL tiMe

London City 01:00

Manchester 01:20

Table 6.4.2

Air connections from Antwerp Airport

SourCE: SnCB, 2013

destination tRaveL tiMe

Brussels North 00:32

Airport: Brussels National Airport 00:34

Amsterdam 01:11

Airport: Schiphol 00:54

Paris North 02:02

Airport: Charles De Gaulle 02:15

London Saint-Pancreas 03:09

Airport: Heathrow 04:05

Frankfurt (Main) HBF 03:44

Airport: Frankfurt Flughafen Fernbahnhof 03:30

Table 6.4.1

HST connections from Antwerp Central station
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Antwerp.
Quality of life

7.1 Shopping

Antwerp is the most popular shopping city in Belgium. The busiest shopping street in Belgium,  
the Meir, located in the centre of Antwerp, sees no less than 10,000 passers-by per hour on any 
given Saturday, comparable with other famous shopping areas around the world. 

Antwerp’s biggest advantage as a shopping city lies in the excellent positioning of the city’s 
shopping areas right in the heart of the city as well as its classy and distinctive facades.  
The city centre is comprised of nine separate shopping areas, each with its own distinct character. 

Additionally, Antwerp is home to a number of established and up-coming designers and 
addresses a variety of shopping opportunities ranging from classic to street-smart, high-end 
fashion to mainstream and everything in between. Antwerp also plays a leading role in the areas 
of innovation and creativity. New shopping trends, shop formulas and fashion lines generate 
significant pull among consumers, adding further impetus to the process of renewal.  

Visitors won’t be surprised to hear that The New York Times recommends a city trip to  
‘a fashionista’s paradise’ Antwerp and retailers have voted Antwerp as the ‘Belgium’s favorite 
retail destination’ for the fifth time in a row. Almost 50% of all national and international retail 
chains surveyed by real estate broker CBRE chose Antwerp as their favourite Belgian shopping city, 
while only 22% opted for Brussels. Antwerp is therefore increasingly regarded as the ideal location 
for the opening of a first, flagship store. 

7.2 Fashion 

Antwerp has developed into one of the most important European trendsetters in the fashion  
world. This reputation dates back to the emergence in the 1980s of six fashion designers who have  
earned international fame and notoriety - the so-called ‘Antwerp Six’: Walter Van Beirendonck,  
Ann Demeulemeester, Dries Van Noten, Dirk Van Saene, Dirk Bikkembergs and Marina Yee.  

Together with Martin Margiela, the Six drew international attention to Antwerp, which saw the 
emergence of a new generation of designers. Names in this generation include Kris Van Assche, 
Veronique Branquinho and A.F. Vandevorst, most of whom trained in Antwerp and still have a 
workshop, showroom or shop in the city. In recent years, new talent has continued to emerge 
from the city’s Academy, including Christian Wijnants, Peter Pilotto and Christopher de Vos. These 
young desingers have successfully launched their own labels to international acclaim. 

As of 2002, the city has its own fashion centre: the ModeNatie. This unique complex in the 
historical centre is home, among others, to the acclaimed MoMu Fashion Museum and the  
Fashion Department of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts. This Fashion Department is considered  
one of the most important and influential fashion schools in the world. The Academy typically 
produces students with a respect for craftsmanship and a questioning, innovative approach  
to fashion. Every year, the fashion department organises a well-attended fashion show  
(6000 attendees in 2013) where journalists and fashion lovers from all over the world come  
to admire the work of the newest talents in Antwerp’s fashion scene.

Citytrip to a fashionista’s paradise

Years ago, Antwerp established itself as a fashion hub following 
 the international success of top designers like Dries van Noten,  
Ann Demeulemeester and fellow alumni from the local Royal Academy 
of Fine Arts, one of Europe’s premier design schools. But today, the 
imagination and innovation that initially spurred the cerebral fashions 
for which the city became known in diverse forms — from comics  
to cuisine, and art to architecture.

The new York Times, American newspaper
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7.3 Diamonds

Antwerp is the nerve centre from which a global network is coordinated enabling the 
transformation of rough diamonds into the sparkling showpieces sold in jewellery shops  
around the globe. 

80% of the world’s rough diamonds and 50% of its polished diamonds are traded in the city.  
In 2012, the value of the traded volume of diamonds in Antwerp equalled $51.9 billion  
(39.3 billion euro). The sector’s biggest asset is first and foremost its critical mass. An area of  
less than one square kilometre contains 1,700 diamond companies and four diamond exchanges. 

Another advantage of Antwerp’s diamond sector is that of transparency. At the core of Antwerp’s 
unique trade infrastructure lies the Diamond Office, the in-house customs office that streamlines 
the vast flow of diamonds in and out of Antwerp. Through a sophisticated system of procedures 
and controls, Antwerp is continuously focused on maintaining internationally recognised high 
levels of compliance and transparency. On top of the industry’s procedures, Antwerp is subject to  
an additional compliance layer as a result of EU legislation and regulations. 

Backed by over half a century of expertise, the Diamond Office is considered the benchmark for 
other diamond centres throughout the world. In short, what New York is to the financial markets, 
Antwerp is to the global diamond trade.

7.4 Culture 

Antwerp is also a genuine cultural magnet. In the 17th century a lot of famous painters, sculptors, 
instrument builders and printers were born and lived in Antwerp. Rubens, Jordaens, Van Dyck 
and Jan Breughel II (the Younger) just to name a few. These artists, and others, have shaped the 
city’s cultural heritage into a unique legacy whose riches are preserved and exhibited in the main 
museums and churches in and around the city.

This cultural legacy continues to this day. Antwerp’s brand new Red Star Line Museum in the north 
district invites you on an eventful journey in the footsteps of the emigrants, a journey into the past 
and an encounter with the present. Located close to the MAS museum, the Red Star Line Museum 
is Antwerp’s new icon, a ‘bridge’ between the port and the city. It’s also a high-end architectural 
open house that you can freely walk in and out of.

Antwerp’s contemporary scene is also teaming with artistic life, with both world famous and yet  
to be discovered artists; with a wide variety of theatres, cinemas, galleries, dance and concert 
halls; with large well-established cultural production houses and experimental projects;  
and with provocative and intimate architecture. 

Large theatres and opera houses include the Flemish Opera, the international Art Centre  
‘de Singel’, the Queen Elisabeth Auditorium, the City Theatre and the Bourla Playhouse. 
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